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Abstract: Art is an inseparable part of one’s life as it is an important aspect for the expression of feelings not
only for an artist but also for the common people. From the ancient times, men have always expressed his ideas
and feelings through different forms of art, and pictorialization is one of them which are commonly known as
illustration. Illustrations are depictions of any text in the form of art for a better understanding or we can say
that they are a visual representation to any textual matter or theory that beautifies it to the extremes.
[lustrations are mostly focused on the literature which can be contemporary, historical and mythological. In
this paper we are talking about the pictorial depiction of the legendary stories in Kalyan Magazine which help
in promoting Hindu Mythological system in the society. The illustrations are so influential that they tend to
make one believe on the stories and the incidents that must have taken place in the past.
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Introduction: Since early times, the pre historic man
has expressed his life and feelings on the cave walls in
the form of art. It is through these pictorial
representations in the form of illustrations that the
people can organize the world and reality. The
objective of the illustration through the ages discloses
the wealth of visual information that reflects a broad
range of human experience and activities. In other
words all forms of art are illustrations, it may be of
some specific event, seen or imagined, or even of a
mood or an idea or a concept.

Earlier in the visual world illustrators have been
considered less important in comparison with the
fine artists and graphic designers. Illustrations were
used as the text before the evaluation of writing;
afterwards it becomes remain largely in the shadow
of it. The word ‘Illustration’ comes from the latin
word illustra'tio, illu'stro meaning enlighten,
irradiate. Illustration reflects its age and culture; it
can be scientific, instructive, documentary,
imaginative and purely decorative. Illustrations
enhance the work and are meaningful enough to
stand alone as separate work of art. The first
illustrated book appeared during the Renaissance
period.

Basically illustrations are a means of communication
which provides wide range of information about
ancient Indian society, philosophy, culture, religion,
and ways of life. Now-a-days Illustrations are the
artistic images illustrating texts, poems, magazines,
stamps or a book and illustrations for children's
books which helps the viewer or the reader for a
better understanding of text. [llustrations are actually
the literature itself, as the drawings created are
directly focused on the ideas of literature provided
whether they came from historical, mythological or
legendary times.

In Indian mythology a large body of traditional

narratives related to Hinduism, like Mahabharata and
Ramayana, the Puranas, and the Vedas, Bhagavata
Purana, etc. have been very popular since ancient
times which are source of philosophy and morality.
The term Mythology is referred as the study of Myth.
A myth is usually regarded as a true account of the
remote past. Myth is a sacred narrative explaining
how the world and humankind assumed their present
form, although, in a very broad sense, the word can
refer to any traditional story. In many societies there
are two categories of traditional narratives, namely:
"true stories" or myths, and "false stories" or fables.
These legends and stories tell us about the origins of
the world, and the lives and adventures of a wide
variety of gods, goddesses, heroes, heroines, and
mythological creatures (asuras, danavas, daityas,
yakshas, rakshasas, gandharvas, apsaras, kinnaras,
kimpurusas etc.). They also contain traditions related
to ancient kings, seers, and incarnations of Gods
(avatara). The main characters in myths are usually
gods, supernatural heroes and humans.

‘Kalyan’ is a monthly spiritual publication of 'Gita
Press Gorakhpur', founded by Brahmalina Shri
Jayadayalji Goyandka. This magazine is devoted to
promote and spread the principles of Sanatana
Dharma with various religious topics like devotion,
knowledge, yoga, dharma, detachment, spirituality,
meditation, true motive, good thought, good action,
etc. written by Indian saints and scholars. Hanuman
Prasad Poddar was the founder and the lifetime
editor of the magazine, Kalyan. It is being published
since 1927, with a circulation of 1,600 copies and at
present its print order had reached 2.5 lakh (in 2012).
The "Kalyan" in Hindi and the "Kalyana-Kalpataru" in
English are monthly magazines brought out by the
institution. Information about latest releases, and
essays are provided in the house-magazine "Yug
Kalyan".
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The main objective of this religious magazine is to
promote and spread the principles of Hindu religion,
moral values, uplifting thoughts and good deeds
amongst the general public.
Motivation: Mythological stories are an important
part of our upbringing and life. During our childhood
our grandparents used to tell us mythological stories.
They also sometimes showed us some pictures related
to those stories which fascinated us and helped in
understanding the story in a better way. As pictures
creates better impact on our mind then literature and
being small children we were more interested in
seeing pictures.
On seeing illustrations in Kalyan Magazine, it
developed the curiosity in our mind to go through
these stories again deeply. This motivated us to carry
out research on this topic.
Aims and Objectives of the study:
e To study the legendary stories related to the
Hindu religion.
e To study the illustrations.
e Effect of illustrations on people.
e To study the impact of mythological stories on
society.
Methodology: An exploratory qualitative study was
conducted to study the pictorialization of legendary
stories depicted in Kalyan magazine. The study
consisted of 40 structured interviews of people
belonging to various strata of society in terms of age
group, gender and profession, to understand the
concept of Illustration in Hindu Mythology.The
research (Analysis) is based on the interviews
conducted randomly from people around us (like:
family members, neighbours, teaching faculties,
working executives, etc.) During the interviews;
interviewees expressed their excitement regarding
these legendary stories and related illustrations.
Secondly, the research is carried out by the survey in
which we have explored approximately 50 published
issues available on the research problem and other
[ ]

information about the literature was collected
through books and internet surfing. This provided
first and foremost information in the written form.
Sample Design and Characteristics: The
respondents were chosen based on convenience and
availability. There were 30 male and 10 female
respondents among the 40 interviewees. 31
interviewees were married and 9 were unmarried. 5
interviewees were from teaching profession, 10 were
family members and relatives, 10 were neighbours
and remaining 15 were working executives. 16
interviewees were above 60 years of age, 10 were
between 50-60 age groups, 5 were in age group 40-50
and 9 were below 30 years of age.
Insights from respondents were obtained on the
following dimensions representing the legendary
stories through pictorialization and their impact
identified from the literature reviewed:
e Impact of illustration on youngsters
e Effect of legendary stories on lifestyle of people
e Impact in terms of changing values
e Impact on Relationship with friends, parents and
elders
e Impact on Customs and traditions
e Effect on Education
Findings of the study: The Kalyan magazine is
encouraging each and every man to tread on the path
of spiritual welfare. As we know, the illustrations are
the first language of human being which helps in
explaining the text of the story in a better and
effective manner. After going through some of the
issues of Kalyan magazine we felt that the objectives
are somewhat achieved. The magazine comes out in
twelve monthly issues and the single yearly issue.
These yearly issues are based on a single subject
related to religious themes providing a lot of
information about Hindu religion, some of them are
as follows:

e Upnishad-ank (23" issue) - This issue is based on the preaching of Upnishads.
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e ShreeGanesh-ank (48" issue) - Different forms of Lord Ganesh are depicted in this issue.

Following are some of the illustrations along with the
literature in Hindi describing these illustrations.

1. s1f@aad 3rfgedr (made by: Bhagwan)

Shri Rama while on his way to Janakpuri with
Maharishi Vishvamitra saw a deserted ashram. Where
he found a stone (shila) and asked about it with
curiosity. Maharishi told him that it is not merely a
stone but your devotee Ahilya (Gautam Rishi’s wife)
who has been converted into a stone due to the curse
given by her husband and she was waiting for Lord
Ram to free her from it.

svmmarguww%ﬁ:aﬁwﬁr@aﬂwgﬂwﬁ
€ SiT $79TaTeT ARTH FTROM 3 9T AT & -

“EIZ TAT HIF TSN ST TGN TR0 RN ] “
#qEN faearfdd o1 @y Sehql & 3R SauaEy
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ARG ATATT F T feieT 0 416 Tl 98 Th
qc o e 1 e Y 8] ABHe favg & feremar
gehe Ton | 7MY faearfaa amar & gg Aty stasw &
et 3ifgear g, S A9aer IR f g &RoT &) 9130
ST T ThT TMeT T WY &

ARTAST FafaT 3R 2MhaATeh TROT T UL ITAET
a8 auEfd 3R vehe 81 S|

2. SitgX f& ST (made by: Bhagwan)

The illustration depicts the gallant tale of Queen
Padmini of Chittore.

When Alauddin Khillji conquered Chittore, all the
Rajput ladies decided to perform Johar instead of
surrendering in front of Mughals.

HERTAT TefHe fo et sar

“SI9 A3l AfRIs R et gred H a9 eyt
TUT ARTEATIIHBIAT3EAN Toh 3T Tl 00
0 cHATIGTST GIEET S1dh THSIT|

AT qefAel FoTdcd H Flelg R Tl IHTOIAT &0
IMAG H Tl X TUT AT 2T T A Joma
X Sitgx-Fardr &7 gaer foRar|”

3. 9cqaT I qalel (made by: Jagannath)

6. el It 1 o Ae-Yaret:

In Hindu Mythology it is a custom to worship Banyan
tree (9Cd&T) by the married ladies for the long life for
their husbands.

“SUNG HIH HIFHET JcIdd - eI gl

SINS A FIAT H Jcarfadl gd Teh HET 9d gl
ARV JIABIEYD HHET TaEhedor Ffow Ig ad
A gl

4. AP & yEag f Tam

5. WEdlGell W IPU F  ARATER:  These

illustrations depict how Hiranyakashyap tried to
kill his son who is a great devotee of lord Vishnu.
After seeing this illustration one can understand
the story of Prahlad and Hiranyakashyap in a
better way.

“RROTFHIT AfETaTST WO T Aearm, giar qmre 7
€IE qgeaTs, ISESTRT AuiFarT| S RRvasead
Wﬁmm&safala'é’rtgn a0 I A SHiekar fem|
agaﬁwwma“ma‘é’rrgn ”
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The queen Ratnavati of Amer was a great devotee of
God. But her husband did not like it and decided to
kill her. For this he ordered his people to release a
lion in front of queen’s palace.

But when the lion was released she was completely
engrossed in prayer and thought that the lion itself
was a God Narsingh.

“0 AY fF T TaTrady S7oTasT i g7 3a1fenr oY 3R

e Tu-TaT # o3 Ear A

g I IS ATES FI SIeh AGIHITCT AT

a9 3ol o SegmARar &

3eA0ER0H T {E #F [T IAddr 0 JAgeT a1

EATSIHR Y@ T f&a|

a1 TIaRERT exareT el e ar|

AT TeATa AT ST $19TaT ST JoiT ahe &1 AT

[GECCRICHRRS!!

TeeATad! 39 AT ATTAHAT 2T

3egicimrdT foh I8 A AFAgHeET 0 IT|”

7. YOI HTA A HIAT AET GART Wea el va Ty
dcgad o &

The illustration depicts one of the incarnations
among the twenty-four incarnations of Lord Vishnu
that is ‘Matsya Avatar’.

NG 37TaRT o FAT (FAEITTAR)

“SITEH ATHh ATH I T FUHAT FEATSI ToII-qa11er
# HAET U 36 T ST THTE fAhenisiee
§IAT ATH &cd YT TTclTe <ol IAT| 38 Ford Flel
# gaea Rt ade, gt sogesd R’k R
e T i &1 FIfeIT HITaTe] AN TIATT AcET T
9 4ROT fhar AR Teradt FHATC TSN Heaad Ahel
T IBT T F TR T fael sl WO F¢ & S|
IS Headd AWET &1 T 3R HeTaTe] AcEd ABH aAlenr
T T HIeT T HBTelol FIAET Il Fediord 3R
TR LT T SIeHccd T SYSRT AT TUT FiEe FHT
dear o T T

8. el ¥ JY T Iehe gOT:

This illustration shows another avatara of Lord
Vishnu known as ‘Prithu-Avatar’.

I 3TART foh AT (JY-37aR)
“maqgmﬁw;ﬁ:ﬁem?ﬁwmgq
S|

9y F0fAT a6 A1iEdeh, renfae 3R rcarardy =T U0
ngﬁﬁmwmaﬁﬂmgfaﬁmnmm
dcIRTT, 3AhT STfgelr 87 T HereT foha, e
AER FRTITAR 7Y T gl

9. sl & Hfafy

This illustration is devoted to shabri’s love for her
God Shree Ram.
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“YraxToi Sl ARSI foh 931 9T T W@ahY, 9m IFT
T FchieTT 3 cATher TGl IeT HEE Sef-sled X AT
TG H AT el HISNEIABoe ARTH FAT FAS
X 3Aa folT T@r Y| T feaT $1arare] SR gerarar
AT AR H T AT SAEE! 0 J0STET Aol
T AT AT| ARTH HT BT FASASHT FAT THfeord 8t
AT e A0Sw 0 & war AR #r 3dur R
mﬂm’é’mﬂwwqﬁm@ﬁgw« e &1
TR-S JAWT HI|”

12.

The work done on these illustrations by the artists are
very eye-catching as they have kept a very realistic
approach which clearly connects us with Gods. The
illustrations are so beautifully depicted that they
force us to believe that this is the truth or this might
have had happened at that particular time period.
The expressions of the figures are very beautiful and
realistic. Their works are so detailed with delicate
ornamentation that they have not left even a tiny bit
of place in the illustration unnoticed. The way the
artist has played with the colour schemes, seems as if
an in-depth research has been done before making
those illustrations. The techniques used by artists
were tempera, line drawing, pen and ink and oil
colours were used. The main artists who have
executed maximum illustrations in the Kalyan
magazine are B.K. Mitra, Bhagwan, S.N. Pandit, J.N.
Prasad, Jagnaath, Swami Nath, Brijesh, Rastogi, etc.
Following facts were established on the analysis of
responses recorded from the interviews:

The following illustrations are totally devoted to cow
worship and their protection. History testifies that
the cows in India are worshipped with great devotion.
As we have found from the illustrations that Lord
Ram in Treta-Yug and Shree Krishna in Dwapar Yug
served the cows. Also Prince Shivaji and king
Humanyu during their reign protected the cows from
being killed. After that it was considered illegal to kill
the cow.

10.  srararel sfigsor fF anda,

aTeTe TRraTSiT SaRT et

11.

Impact of Illustrations on youngsters: In the
modern era youngsters are more aware about the
modern technology rather than the old medium of
expression. But on conducting the interviews we
found that youngsters are more close to these
legendary stories due to the impact of illustrations on
them.

Effect of legendary stories on lifestyle of people:
The study reveals that maximum number

of respondents said that after going through the
religious literature of Kalyan magazine our

lifestyle has changed a lot. We have become more
organised, systematic and devoted towards religious
activities.

Impact in terms of changing values: From the
interaction with the interviewees we found that
maximum number of respondents believes that there
is a definite change in values in terms of love, care
and respect. But at the same time there are pros and
cons to everything. Elderly respondents believe that
these inspirational illustrations motivate teenagers to
do good things for the development of our country
and society.

Impact on Relationship with elders, parents and
friends: More than half of the respondents felt that
the relations of teenagers have improves with their
friends, parents and elders due to the impact of
religious teachings. Now a day’s teens have become
more open in expressing their thoughts and feelings;
negative as well as the positive about the myth found
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in the mythological stories. This helped in
maintaining a healthy relation with everyone.

Impact on Customs and traditions: Impact of
modern culture on the youngsters is very strong, but
after interacting with the respondents we found that
due to the traditional culture of story-telling by the
grandparents to their children put an impact on their
mind. Thus helping them in maintaining the age-old
customs and tradition of their family.

Effect on Education: Children nowadays do not do
the same activities as children before. Instead of
reading books, studying, engaging in social activities,
they end up being cooped up in their rooms spending
a significant amount of time in front of televisions,
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