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Women Movement in the 
Era of Globalisation
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Abstract: From the early 1990s, the principal economic, social and political problems ex-

perienced bythe mass of Indian women have, in one way or another, become inextricably 

linked with theprocesses and policies of liberalisation led globalization. Struggles around 

basic foodsecurity, health, education, women’s employment, livelihood and conditions of 

work,declining child sex ratios, commoditisation of women and human relations with at-

tendantgrowth in violence against women, expansion of dowry, etc. have all necessitated a 

degree ofconfrontation between the women’s movement and economic and social practices 

beingestablished by globalization.Women are not a homogenous category, but is intersected 

by class, caste, community and ethnicity, and impacted by age, ideology and sexual prefer-

ence.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Today women movement in India is a rich and vibrant movement, which has taken dif-

ferent form in different parts of the country. It is true to say that Indian women are the 

most oppressed and exploited in the world, and it is equal to say that they are among the 

most liberate and the most articulate perhaps most free. In this globalised phase women’s 

movement which continue still present in India.when India become independent, it was 

widely acknowledged that the battle for freedom had been fought as much by women 

as by men. At that time Gandhi view- for Gandhi when woman, whom we all callabala 

becamesabala, all these who are helpless will become powerful.. Independence brought 

many promises and dream for women in India, the democratic society in which both men 

and women would have a voice, but patriarchy of our male dominated society root cause 

of women movement in India.

2. MAPPING THE MOVEMENT

However 21st century atmosphere has been changed. In the changed globalcontext local 

situations are being moved into the increasingly volatile workings of thelarger world 

economy and social order at a pace that tends to quickly erode much of thebenefits 

achieved by local, sectional or issue based action. The impact of wider crises arealso im-

mediately and acutely felt at all levels, particularly since as part of the advancingagenda 

of globalization, most existing protection mechanisms of the state are beingwithdrawn. 

In such a situation, there is urgent need for welding together of the severalstrands of 

movements and struggles into a stronger political force to confront the erosion ofthe anti-

imperialist protective functions of the Indian state. Inthe years before independence, the 
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two main issues they took up were politicalrights and reform of personal laws. Women’s 

participation in the freedom strugglebroadened the base of the women’s movement. In 

post independence India, large number of women’s autonomous groups havesprung up 

challenging patriarchy and taking up a variety of issues such asviolence against women, 

greaterthe anti-imperialist protective functions of the Indian state.If we see the case of 

a poor woman in rural India, who is regularly beaten up by her husband, whatever he 

spends on liquor and violently abuses his wife. Men attack his wife because has no food 

to give him. Wife has taken the burden of whole family. But Indian women always sup-

port her husband she can’t raise voice against him.

2.1. Pre- Independence Movement

The roots of the Indian women’s movement go back to the early nineteenthcentury when 

social reformers, beginning with Ram Mohun Roy (1772-1833),began to focus on issues 

concerning women. Roy condemned sati, kulinpolygamy and spoke in favour of women’s 

property rights. He held the conditionof Indian women as one of the factors responsible 

for the degraded state ofIndian society. If Ram Mohan is remembered for his anti-sati mo

vement,IshwarchandraVidyasagar is more often remembered for his widow remarriage-

campaign. Following them, improving the condition of women became the first tenet of 

the Indian social reform movement. Gandhi respected tradition of the society, he realised 

that there were deep rooted customs and traditions which has been hampering the devel-

opment of women and women’s freedom Women’s inferior status, enforcedseclusion, 

early marriage, condition of widows and lack of education were factsdocumented by 

reformers throughout the country.

2.2. A New Beginning

Many issue based on the local interest based movements and organisations involved 

with women economic activities have also started giving raise their voice for wider and 

more forceful political intervention and movement against the larger process associ-

ated with the globalisation. Economic aspects of globalization bring new opportunities 

and resources to women. But equally important, globalization promotes the diffusion of 

ideas and norms of equality for women; though some societies resist such notions, others 

gradually abandon rules and practices that have functioned to subordinate and constrain 

women.  Women’s organisations also have toengage with the consequences of a global-

ization induced or international demonstrationeffect based wave of consumerism. 

However violence against women, specifically in the form of rape, and what came to be 

known in India as ‘dowry deaths’ – the killing of young married women for the ‘dowry’ 

or money/goods they brought with them at marriage. This was also the beginning of a 

process of learning for women: most protests were directed at the State. Because women 

were able to mobilise support, the State responded, seemingly positively, by changing 

the law on rape and dowry, making both more stringent. This seemed, at the time, like 

a great victory. It was only later that the knowledge began to sink in that mere changes 

in the law meant little, unless there was a will and a machinery to implement these. And 

that the root of the problem of discrimination against women lay not only in the law, or 

with the State, but was much more widespread.Old,new, and expanded forms of violence 
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against women have clearly found powerful stimulusfrom the cultural environment cre-

ated by an unchecked drive towards commodification ofwomen, with neo-liberal mar-

ket fundamentalism establishing itself as the dominant source of social regulation and 

policy.

One of the basic stand points of the movement is to advance thestruggle for equality. 

This struggle for equality, as we all know, is not just in terms ofgender equality but also 

in terms of social, economic and political equality.Women’s experience of inequality 

does not only depend on gender, but also on other factors including their age, race, and 

culture, their political, economic and social situation, their health, their erotic preferenc-

es, their education and experience, and so on. The differences between life in different 

contexts, and the inequalities between regions and countries, affect the way in which we 

engage with issues. The state of the women’s movement differs in every place, according 

to history and current conditions. Even in the same country, we can find radical differ-

ences in women’s situation from one region to another, because of differences in access 

to information, services, the condition of civil and political rights, and the presence or 

absence of war. 

Nowadays, there are more women who identify themselves as feminist or have a com-

mitment to equality and women’s rights than ever before, across all generations. As a 

global women’s movement, so the challenge in trying to move is to recognise that wom-

en are moving to the same beat, even if it is not at the same pace.The power of “glob-

al” forces at different levels. The danger here is that we are left with a undimensional 

relation¬ship to our present and our immediate past, one that obscures a host of ques-

tions and Without such ac-counts, current problems and crises for movements like the 

women’s movement are reduced to the “effects” of globalisa¬tion, which can be more 

or less mechani¬cally read off in a relation of direct causality, such as for instance, the 

nega¬tive impact on women of the new econom¬ic policies, or the co-option of the once 

au¬tonomous women’s movement through in¬ternationally funded non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs).The reality is somewhat different. While the participation of ur-

ban, middle class women is undeniable, it is not they who make up the backbone of the 

movement, or of the many, different campaigns that are generally seen as comprising 

the movement. The anti-alcohol agitation and similar campaigns in other parts of India 

were started and sustained by poor, low-caste, often working-class women. Anti dowry 

campaign attempted to bring social pressure to bear on offenders would be isolated in the 

community which they lived. However in Naxlite movement, where women are played 

a prominent role and led demonstration against the Govt. A new era of women militancy 

is developed. Various women organisations established and fighting for women political 

and economic rights and trying to improve their position by education and social reform. 

Global women struggle entered in to a new phase it can only result in deepening process 

of improvishment and insecurity for the majority, within women suffering the most.

In Indian context the new women group declare to be feminist, most prominent feminist 

voices opposed to the coming globalisation. Their political commitment is more leftist 

than liberal. Globalisation can only result in deepening processes of improvishment and 

insecurity for the majority, with women suffering most. A common strategy by this per-

spective is to claim globalisation is really nothing more than a bundle of policies under-
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taken at the behest of International pressure by a willing Indian state.The leftist critiques 

of globalisa¬tion-as-economic-policy remain pinned to state-led welfare and socialist 

planning. The problems with this critique are then transferred to the alternative poli-

cy pre-scriptions offered. Since political-ideological frameworks centred on economic 

nation¬alism have lost much of their authority in the current climate, and since the State 

itself has changed with globalisation, they require much more careful justifica¬tion. A 

more fundamental oppositional critique has been offered by eco-feminists such as Van-

dana Shiva. Her critique extends well beyond the latest form of globalisation to cover 

the entire period of modernity colonialism and capitalism, and in such a manner that 

“decentralised agricultural communities” are the only alternative (Shiva 1998) Here, too, 

one is left with a host of unanswered questions, especially when it is claimed that women 

farmers al¬ready possess a non-hierarchical relation to production, nature, and to gender 

(Jhon,2009).

One of the biggest challenges women have had to face in recent years is the growing in-

fluence of the religious right in India. Right-wing groups have built much of their support 

on the involvement of women: offering to help them with domestic problems, enabling 

them to enter the public space in a limited way, and all the while ensuring that the overall 

ideology within which they operate remains firmly patriarchal. The large majority of In-

diawomen still live below the poverty line leading miserable wretched lives. Whilethere 

have been scattered and sporadic examples of women’s outraged protestsagainst rape, 

dowry deaths or sati, women have not been able to mobilizethemselves enough to exert 

political pressure and focus attention on thoseproblems which are today affecting their 

role and status.

The Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) movement in Ahmedabad led by Ela 

Bhatt, which was a sort of pioneering women’s trade union movement that began in 

1972, was another such landmark in the history of the contemporary women’s move-

ment. Women involved in various trades in the informal sector were brought together 

by their shared experiences such as low earnings, harassment at home, harassment by 

contractors and the police, poor work conditions, non-recognition of their labour to list 

just a few. Apart from collective bargaining, the movement strove to improve working 

conditions through training.

The Progressive Organisation of Women (POW), developed in Hyderabad in the year 

1974, worked towards organising women against gender oppressive structures in society, 

namely, the sexual division of labour and the culture that rationalised this discrimination. 

The organisation promoted the ideology of ‘equality’ and opposed the economic depen-

dence of women on men.

3. CONCLUSION

The women’s movement in India today is a rich and vibrant movement, which has spread 

to various parts of the country. It is often said that there is no one single cohesive move-

ment in the country, but a number of fragmented campaigns. Activists see this as one of 

the strengths of the movement which takes different forms in different parts. While the 

movement may be scattered all over India, they feel it is nonetheless a strong and plural 
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force. For every step forward thatthe movement takes, there may be a possible backlash, 

a possible regression.History shows that though the struggle for women’s rights is long 

and hard, it is astruggle that must be waged and won. The women’s movement thus 

has a longway to go in its struggle for bringing about new values, a new morality and a 

newegalitarian relationship. I think the women’s movement has a crucial role to play in 

meeting the challenges posed by globalization because it cuts across a large section of 

society and goes into the very homes of people, cutting across class, caste and religious 

barriers. There’s been a history of different women’s organizations coming together on 

joint platforms at the national level and recently the same encouraging trends seem to be 

emerging at the state levels too.
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